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REF: TURKEY PLBRL 

1 . THE ASSIGNMENT OF YUKSEL SOYLEMEZ (YEWK-SELL SUYH-LEH-MEHZ) 

TO LONDON AS CONSUL GENERAL SEEMS A STRANGE USE OF ONE OF 
TURKEY S TOP UN SPECIALISTS. IT WILL, HOWEVER, GIVE LONDON 

ONE OF TURKEY'S MOST EXTRAORDINARY DIPLOMATS, A VIRTUAL RENAIS- 
SANCE MAN WHO IS NOT ONLY EXTREMELY CAPABLE IN HIS PRIMARY 
PROFESSION BUT ALSO THE AUTHOR OF TWO BOOKS OF POETRY AND A 
TWO- VOLUME STUDY OF "FOREIGN POLICY OF TURKEY AT THE UN", 

AND A PAINTER WHO HAS EXHIBITED AROUND THE WORLD. (A TURKISH 
PRIMARY SCHOOL BEARING HIS NAME WAS EXPANDED WITH FUNDS FROM A 
NEW YORK CHARITY EXHIBIT IN WHICH HE PARTICIPATED.) 

2. BORN IN ISTANBUL IN 1931 AND A GRADUATE OF THE ISTANBUL 
UNIVERSITY LAW FACULTY, SOYLEMEZ ENTERED THE MFA IN 1957. 

LONDON WAS HIS FIRST POST, FOLLOWED BY NEW DELHI AND BANGKOK. 

FOR THE LAST 12 YEARS HE HAS BEEN ENGAGED IN INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS WORK, FIRST AS COUNSELOR IN THE TURKISH UN 
MISSION AT NEW YORK. 1966-71, AND SINCE THEN AS DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR AND (SINCE 1974) DIRECTOR OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
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ORGANIZATIONS DEPARTMENT OF THE MFA. HE HAS BEEN A MEMBER 
OF THE TURKISH DEL TO ALL UNGA MEETINGS SINCE 1971. SINCE 
HIS DEPARTMENT ALSO HOLDS RESPONSIBILITY FOR LAW OF THE SEA 
AND NARCOTICS, HE HAS PARTICIPATED IN A NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL 
MEETINGS ON THOSE SUBJECTS, AND HAS REPRESENTED TURKEY IN A 
NUMBER OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH GREECE OVER THE AEGEAN SEABED AND 
AIRSPECA DISPUTES. 
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3. ALTHOUGH HE IS FRIENDLY AND WELL-DISPOSED TOWARD THE US, 

WE HAVE FOUND SOYLEMEZ A VERY TOUGH NEGOTIATOR. WHILE ABLE 

TO JOKE ABOUT TWO SIDES' GOING THROUGH THE MOTIONS OF NEGOTIATING 
WHILE HOLDING RIGID POSITONS, HE GIVES NO GROUND UNTIL HE SEES 
A WILLINGNESS TO DO SO ON THE OTHE SIDE. TWO OF HIS 
PARTICULAR STRENGHTS ARE AN EXCEPTIONAL COMMAND OF ENGLISH 
AND A HIGHLY RETENTIVE MEMORY. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE 
IMPRESSES SOME AS PUTTING UP TOO MUCH SHOW AND TOO 
MUCH OF A FRONT. WHILE HE WILLINGLY AND ACCURATELY EXPLAINS 
THE TURKISH POSITION ON A PROBLEM, HE ERRS ON THE SIDE OF 
DISCRETION IN PROVIDING INFORMATION, WITH THE RESULT THAT 
OUTSIDERS MAY NOT ADEQUATELY UNDERSTAND WHAT THE GOT IS 
DOING IN HIS AREA. 

4. URBANE, LIVELY, CHARMING, A STYLISH DRESSER, SOYLEMEZ 

IS ALWAYS AN ASSET INSOCIAL GATHERINGS. AT COCKTAIL PARTIES, 
GROUPS FREQUENTLY GATHER AROUND HIM. HE HAS SPENT SO MUCH 
TIME IN NEW YORK, HE SAYS, THAT HE CONSIDERS HIMSELF HALF 
A NEW YORKER. 

5. THE MFA NOMINATED SOYLEMEZ IN 1976 FOR THE POSITION OF 

UN CHIEF OF PROTOCOL. WHILE WE BELIEVED HE WAS AN EXCELLENT 
CANDIDATE, HE DID NOT GET THE JOB. 

6. HIS WIFE, WHILE NOT MATCHING HIS EXUBERANCE, IS INTEL- 
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LIGENT AND PLEASANT, AND SHE SPEAKS ENGLISH WELL. 

7. WE BELIEVE SOYLEMEZ WILL ARRIVE IN LONDON IN LATE 
AUGUST. SINCE HE IS ON OUR POTENTIAL LEADERS BIOGRAPHIC 
REPORTING LIST, WE WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR INFORMATION ON 
HIS TOUR IN LONDON. 

DILLON 
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